
HEMPFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT - LANDISVILLE,PA 

Dear Parent/Guardian : 

Children need healthy meals to learn. Hempfield School District offers healthy meals every school day . Breakfast costs 
$1.35 for Elementary and $1.50 for Middle/High School. Lunch prices are $2.45 - $2.65/Element a ry, $2.60 -
$4.45/Middle School and $2. 75 - $4.45/High School. Your child(ren) may qualify for free meals or for reduced price 
meals. Reduced price is $0 .00 for breakfast and .40¢ for lunch. This packet includes an application for free and reduc ed 
pric e meal benefits, and a set of detailed instructions. Below are some common questions and answers to help you with 
the application process. 

If you have received a NOTICE OF DIRECT CERTIFICATION letter for free meals, do not complete the application. But 
do let the school know if any children in your househo ld are not listed on the NOTICE OF DIRECT CERTIFICATION 
letter you received. 

1. WHO CAN GET FREE OR REDUCED PRICE MEALS OR SPECIAL MILK? 
• All children in households receiving Supp lemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) (formerly the 

Food Stamp Program) or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) benefits are eligible for free 
meals . 

• Foster children who are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court are eligible for free 
meals. 

• Children participating in their school 's Head Start program are eligible for free meals. 
• Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant are eligible for free meals. 
• Children may receive free or reduced price meals if your household's income is within the limit s on the 

Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines . Your children may qualify for free or reduced price meals if your 
hous ehold income falls at or below th e limits on this chart. 

Your children m ay qualify for fre e or 
redu ced pri ce meal s/mi lk Ifyour h ou se hold 
Income falls at or below the limits on this 
chart. 

FEDERAL ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART FOR SC HO OL YEAR 2020-202 1 
Hou se hold size Annual Monthl y Weekly 

l 16,588 l.3 83 319 
2 22,412 1,868 431 
3 28,236 2,353 543 
4 34.060 2,839 655 
5 39.884 3.324 767 
6 45,70 8 3.809 879 
7 51.532 4 ,295 99 1 
8 57.3 56 4,780 1.103 

Each additional person: +5,824 +486 + l 12 

2. HOW DO I KNOW IF MY CHILDREN QUALIFY AS HOMELESS, MIGRANT, OR RUNAWAY? Do the members of 
your household lack a permanent address? Are you staying together in a shelter, hotel, or other temporary housin g 
arrangement? Does your family relocate on a seasonal basis? Are any children living with you who hav e chose n to 
leave th eir prior family or household? If you believe children in your household me et thes e descr iption s and haven't 
been told your children will get free m eal s , call or email Shaunte DePaso, 717-459-9006 or 
Shaunte _depaso @hempfielsd.org 

3. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No. Use one Free and Reduced Price School Meals 
Applicationfor all students in your hous eho ld. We cannot approve an applic a tion that is not complete, so be sure to 
fill out all required information. Return the completed application to: Hempfield School District, Food Services 
Department, 200 Church St., Landisville, PA 17538 . Applications are available in the Food Services 
Office at the same address. 

4. SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LEITER THIS SC HOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN ARE 
ALREADY APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS? No, but read the letter you received care fully and follow the in st ructions . 
If any children in your household were missing from your eligibility notification letter, contact Director Brian 
Rathgeb, Food Services Department , 200 Church St., Landisville, PA 17538, 717 -898-5566 imm edi ate ly. 

5. CAN I APPLY ONLINE? Yes! You are encouraged to complete an online application instead of a paper 
application if you are able. The online application ha s the same requirements and will ask you for the same 
information as the paper appli ca tion. Visit www.ezmealapp.com or visit th e PA Department of Human Services 
website at www.compass.state.pa.us. 
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6. MY CHILD'S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT A NEW ONE? Yes. Your child's 
application is only good for that school year and for the first 30 operating school days of this school year. 
You must send in a new application unless the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school 
year. 

7. I GET WIC. CAN MY CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for 
free or reduced pric e meal s . Send in an application . 

8. WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes. We may also ask you to send written proof of the 
hous ehold income you report. 

9. IF I DON 'T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For 
ex ampl e , child ren with a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free and/or reduc ed 
pri ce m ea ls if th e hous ehold income drops b elow th e income limit. 

10. WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL'S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school 
officials . You also may a sk for a hearing by calling or writing to: MR. MIKE BROMIRSKI, 
SUPERINTEN DENT, H E MPFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT, 200 CHURCH ST . , LANDISVILLE, PA 
175 38 OR 7 17-898-556 4 . 

11. MAY I APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You, your children, or other 
hous ehold members do not hav e to be U.S. citizens to apply for free or reduced price meals. 

12. WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally rec eive. For example, if 
you norm a lly mak e $1000 ea ch month , but you missed some work last month and only made $900 , put down that 
you m ade $1000 per month. If you normally get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime 
sometim es. If you hav e lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced , use your current income. 

13. WHAT IF SOME HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS HAVE NO INCOME TO REPORf? Hous ehold members may not receiv e 
so me ty pes of in com e we ask you to rep ort on the application, or may not receive income at all. Whenever this 
h app en s , writ e a O in the field. However, if any income fields are left empty or blank , those will also be coun ted as 
zeroes. Be careful wh en leaving incom e fields blank, as we will assume you meant to do so. 

14. WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE REPORT OUR INCOME DIFFERENTLY? Your basi c pay and cash bonu ses 
mu st be reported as in come. If you get any cash value allowances for off-base housing, food, or clothing, or receive 
Family Subsistence Supplem ental Allowance payments, it must also be included a s in come . However , if your 
hou s in g is p art of th e Military Housing Priv a tization Initi ative, do not include your housing allowan ce as in come. 
Any add ition a l comba t pay resulting from deployment is also excluded from income . 

15. WHAT IF THERE ISN'T ENOUGH SPACE ON THE APPLICATION FOR MY FAMILY? List any additional household 
m embers on a separ a te piec e of p aper and attach it to your application. Contact Dir ector Brian Rathgeb, Food 
Servi ces Department, Hempfield School District , 200 Church St., Landisvill e , PA 175 38 or 717 -89 8- 5566 to rec eive 
a second a ppli ca tion. 

16. MY FAMILY NEE DS MORE HEL P . ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR ? To find out how to 
apply for SNAP or other assistance ben efits, vis it www.compass.state.pa.us, contact your local county assistance 
office, or call 1-800-692-7462 . 

If you have oth er qu estions or need help, ca ll 717 - 898 - 5566. Si ne c esita a yud a, por fa vor, Ha rne al te lefono 
717 -4 59- 9 009. 

Sincer ely, 

Brian Rathgeb, Director of Food Services 

In nccord.:m ce with Fcdcm l civil rights law a nd U.S. Dc p..irlm cn t of Agrlcu llure (USDAJ civil right s reg ulDittans a nd policies , t he USDA, Its Agencies, o ffice s , an d employees , a nd lrualtt u ttons part lctpaUn,g tn or a dmln b tcrtng 
USDA programs nrc pro h lb llcd fro m d lscrtm lnnll ng based on race, co lo r, nn Honol o rigin, s ex. dis ab ility , age, or rcpr1sa l or reta liati on for pr1or clvll rlgh l.3 a ct ivity In any prog ram or act Mly co ndu ct ed or fu nd ed by USDA. 

Persons wit h d tsob llttles who re qu ire n ltemo tlve means of co mmu nica tion for progra m lnfo ml.'lUo n (e.g. Bru llle . ln rge pt1nt. a ud iota pe, America n Sign Lnnguage , etc .), s ho u ld con tact th e Agen cy (Stat e o r Jocn l) where they 
opp lled for benefl Ls . ln dlvlduoL, who ore deaf, har d of hear1ng or have speech dlsnb llltles may co n tac t USDA t h ro ugh lhc Fedeml Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 . Add itiona lly. progra m 1nfom 1,31Jon mny be mo.de nvnUable 
In languages oth er lh a n Englis h . 

To file a prognun comph1 l11t o r d lac 1·lml no.t1on, comple te t he USDA Prog ram D1:,cJ1mln C1tlon Co mp lolnl Forn i, lhD -3027) foun d onl lne at, h ll p:{/ww w.uucr, \l udu .gov/co m plnlnt filing cus t.hl ml a nd at a ny USDA office or 
wr1te a let ter ad d1"csscd lo USDA and p rovide In th e letter a ll of th e tnfomlll.tlon request ed In the fom l. To requ es t a copy of t he co mplai nt fonn, call (866 ) 632 -9992. S ubmi t you r completed fonn 0 ,. letter to USDA by : 

( I) Mall: U.S. Depart ment of Agrlculture. Office or the A::l.sbtan l Secre tary for Civil Rights, )400 Independe nce Avenue, SW Washi ngton, D. C. 20250 -94 1 O 

(21 Fax: (202) 690- 7442; o,. 

(3) Emai l: progmm.h1 l ukdllusdn .1,"ov. 

TI1l.s ln .sUtu tton Is a n eq ual opport u n ity prov ider. 
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